opened by "Washburn, who said that the disease is an infection of the endocardium by bacteria, which gives rise to necrotic and inflammatory changes. The condition cannot be considered a pathological entity, as several distinct species of bacteria are capable of ?causing it. The endocardium covering the valves at the points of maximum contact during closure is the portion almost invariably affected. The bacteria may be conveyed to the heart in two ways, either by the blood directly in contact with the endocardium, or Rogers5 showing that even when a streptococcic infective endocarditis has been definitely diagnosed injection of antistreptococcic serum does not always cure. The affection followed on rheumatic arthritis and endocarditis, and was proved to be due to streptococci by examination of the blood. Iujection of the serum did not have the least beneficial elfect. The explanation is probably to be found in the lately-discovered fact that there are several species of streptococcus pyogenes aureus, and that a serum prepared from one species will not protect against disease caused by another species.
